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Percent positive rate of Lyme real-time polymerase 
chain reaction in blood, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial 
fluid, and tissue 
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Abstract 
We performed a retrospective review of 23,777 specimens tested by 
our Lyme real-time polymerase chain reaction assay to determine the 
percent positive rates by specimen source. The percent positive rates 
were highest in synovial fluid (6.4%) and tissue (6.5%), and lowest in 
blood (0.1%) and cerebrospinal fluid (0.09%). 
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 The present study was presented in part at the 108th General Meeting of the American 
Society for Microbiology in Boston, MA, June 1-5, 2008 (Abstract C-052). 
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